
Going Green with Constantine. A lesson overview on green energy.
Curriculum Area

English: Reading, Comprehension and Creative writing National Curriculum Links (Year 4):

● Living things and their habitats - recognise
that environments can change and that this
can sometimes pose dangers to living things.

● Exploring examples of human impact on
environments.

● Electricity

Year Group: 4
No. of Pupils
Depending on the size of your
reading group

Learning Objectives:

● Read and comprehend the text
● Discuss the themes of the book
● Use creative writing to influence imaginary solutions based in

the real world

Resources needed:

● Going Green with Constantine Book.

● The provided worksheet, photocopied.

● Whiteboard or large piece of paper.

Page | 1



Anticipated Learning Misconceptions / Difficulties:

Some children may struggle to engage in the conversation around renewable energy at the beginning of the
lesson. Assure them that they are about to learn along with the text if there is a knowledge gap.

Some children may struggle to follow along with the worksheet while reading. Allow for time at the end to bring
everyone back to the same place.

Some children may struggle to come up with a character to base their “hero” on, use this as an opportunity to let
them be creative and maybe hint at parts of the text to give them some inspiration.

Key Vocabulary:

Fossil Fuels: Coal, Gas & Oil
Renewable Energy: Solar, Hydro, Wind & Tidal
Global Warming
Going Green
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Suggested
timings:

10mins

20mins

10mins

10mins

Activity 1: Read Going Green with Constantine in groups & complete the answer sheets

Set up the topic
Use the activity plan 1 to ask some initial questions around renewable energy, write answers on a board.

Assisted Reading
Read Going Green with Constantine along with the class and instruct the students to fill out their answers as
they read along with the story.

Allow some time at the end to quickly run through the questions and ensure all students are happy with their
answers. Chat through any answers the students might have missed.

Post-reading discussion
Chat with the children, based on our initial questions - ask them again to see if their thoughts have changed.
Add these to the board along with the initial suggestions.

Ask the class what comes to mind when someone says “renewable energy”?

● Can you name some fossil fuels?
● Can you name types of renewable energy? Why are they ‘renewable’?
● Do you think Going Green is important, explain why?

See if any new themes or information have come up that the group has found interesting and add it to
the board.
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Total
activity
1 hour
depending
on group
size

Activity 2: Green Hero Challenge

Read the children the Green Hero Task. Split the group into pairs or threes and allow them to refer to the board/
sheet of paper if needed for inspiration for their Green Hero.

Carry out the Task: Using Creative writing and group work to create a new Superhero

Ask students to fill out their superhero criteria on the photocopied sheet provided.

Present back to the group in pairs/ teams

Allow the students 3 minutes each to present their personas: through a drawing, short story or by simply reading
their thoughts.

10 mins to
decide the
winner

Guide the students in a discussion to choose their favourite superhero prompting discussions along the way.

Vote for their favourite by a show of hands or by written vote.
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